


 “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”   Colossians 3:17 
 
What is the Keep our Vision Growing Appeal? 
We are a pilgrim church, on a journey, coming to know the Kingdom of 
God.  We envision our parish church as a way station where all are 
welcome.  Energizing prayer and worship nourish us on our journey.   
This appeal is a parish-wide effort to keep our vision of church growing.  
By freely sharing our gifts, we help ensure that our church facilities 
continue to promote the building up of our community.  In so doing, we 
are better equipped to evangelize and witness to the world, committing 
ourselves to the service of justice and compassion. 
 

What are the goals for the Keep our Vision Growing Appeal? 
This Appeal is a parish-wide effort by members of Our Lady of Lourdes 
to raise funds for the following: 
  
Our Regular Weekly/Monthly Offerings 
To support our ministries and parish expenses for 2013.  Our goal is to 
increase regular weekly/monthly support for our ongoing ministries by 
2% to 3%. 
 

Capital Fund 
To fully fund and complete the renovation of our worship space, fund 
renovations of our parish hall, and fund outdoor signage enhancements.  
Our earlier planning process and needs assessment relied upon input 
from our parishioners.  This input led to prioritized recommendations that 
parishioners felt were important to our future.  Our goal is to raise as 
much of the proposed project costs as possible in three-year 
commitments.  Raising this amount of money means we will need 
special gifts from all of our parishioners.  These special three-year 
commitments will be over and above our regular weekly/monthly 
offerings to the parish. 
   

Why are our regular weekly/monthly offerings important? 
Our regular offerings are needed to fund the parish staff and pay the 
operating expenses.  Your weekly/monthly offerings pay for:  
• Parish staff salaries and payroll expenses/benefits 
• Operating expenses (heat, electricity, phone, office supplies, etc.) 
• Ministry needs (sacramental supplies, music, formation needs, etc.)  

 
How will the Capital Funds be used? 
The Capital Funds raised over the next three years will be used for the 
following purposes:  
• Fully fund and complete our worship space renovations ($265,000) 
• Renovation of our parish hall ($90,000) 
• Outdoor signage enhancements ($20,000) 
 
What did our Worship Space Renovations consist of? 
We are excited about the progress that has been made with our worship 
space renovations.  The number one priority voiced by parishioners 



earlier this year during our Needs Assessment process was the need to 
carry to completion the plans for renovating the worship space. 
 

Accomplished prior to Summer 2012 
o New cross for our treasured carving of the Risen Christ 
o New, upgraded, sound system oriented to the new arrangement 
o New lighting and circuits over Sanctuary, musicians, and 

throughout the space 
o Relocation of the music area 
o Temporary sanctuary platform for our new arrangement  

Accomplished during Summer 2012 
o Permanent  handicap accessible altar platform (replaces temporary 

platform) 
o New altar and ambo 
o Permanent baptismal font 
o Clear glass window in the north wall 
o Glass block windows on North/South walls replaced with clear glass 
o Painting of walls 

 
Yet to be accomplished in the next phase 

o Choir Platform Reconfiguration with accessibility 
o Wall Aesthetic Enhancements on East, South & West walls 
o Stations Of The Cross on South wall 
o Ambry (holder of sacred oils) 
o Candle Stands, Credence Table, Chairs for Presider & Servers 
o Organ Cabinet Removal  
o Relocation of bas reliefs (sculptured art) 

 
How have we funded our Worship Space Renovations?   
Our parishioners have been generous in their support of our renovations 
through their contributions to the Faith in our Future Campaign and our 
Worship Space Renovation Fund.  The renovations completed to-date 
were also funded by “lending ourselves” or “advancing “ roughly 
$140,000 from the proceeds of the sale of our rectory, which was to 
originally assist us in maintaining a healthy reserve for unforeseen 
repairs.  One of our goals in the Keep our Vision Growing Appeal is to 
“pay ourselves back” by restoring $140,000 to our parish reserves.   
Worship Space renovations yet to be accomplished, estimated to cost 
$125,000, would also be funded through the Keep our Vision Growing 
Appeal. 
 
Can you tell me more about the proposed Parish Hall Renovations?   
Our Parish Hall is an important space in the life of our parish as we 
come together to be nourished through Christian formation and 
community sharing.  Proposed renovations, estimated to cost $90,000, 
would include: 

o Rebuild outside walls for energy efficiency and resolve moisture 
issues 

o Replace lighting for energy efficiency 
o New audio/visual system 
o Replace acoustical ceiling 



Are there important Appeal dates to keep in mind? 
On Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 10 & 11, we will be hosting special Appeal 
Gatherings.  After a brief presentation, you will receive an appeal packet 
which will contain additional information, including your three-year 
Capital Fund response card and your one-year Regular Monthly/Weekly 
Offering card.  We then ask you to spend the following weeks praying 
and considering how God is leading you to respond to this Appeal.  
Then, on Commitment Weekend, Dec. 1 & 2, we ask you to place both 
cards in the return envelope and bring the envelope to Mass.  You can 
mail the envelope if you cannot be with us Dec. 1 & 2. 
 
What Is the Invitation to Give to the Capital Fund? 
You may ask: "What would you like me to consider giving so we can 
achieve our Capital Fund goals?"  The Invitation to Give answers this 
question.  Your appeal packet will contain a special letter.  The letter 
suggests a variety of gift options we hope each of you will prayerfully 
consider when making your commitment to our Capital Fund.  
 
What are the Invitation to Give options for our Capital Fund? 
 

Matching Existing Giving - We ask you to pray and consider 
matching (doubling) your current regular giving over the next three 
years.  For example, if you are currently giving $15 per week ($780 a 

year) to the church’s ministry, would you pray and consider giving an 
additional $15 per week to the Capital Fund over the next three years, for a 
total commitment of $2,340? 
 

Pacesetter Gift - We ask those who are in a position to give more to 
pray and consider making a pacesetter gift of $3,000 to $20,000 to 
our Capital Fund over the next three years. 

 
Leadership Gift - We invite those who have been financially blessed 
to pray and consider making a leadership gift of $20,000 or more to 
our Capital Fund. 

 
The Decision is Yours 
The gifts we ask you to consider are challenging.  Receiving gifts within the 
ranges hoped for is necessary for us to achieve our Capital Fund goals.  We 
believe our members have the right and responsibility to make their own 
decision.  We also know that God is at work in our lives helping us grow in 
our faith and generosity.  As you pray over your response to our Capital 
Fund, we encourage you to consider making an initial gift and then a three-
year commitment.  Initial cash gifts are given at the time you make your 
commitment.  You begin fulfilling your three-year commitment by making 
contributions every week, month, quarter or year starting January 2013.  To 
make your Capital Fund contributions, use the new “Keep our Vision 
Growing” line on your monthly contribution form received in the mail.   
May God lead you as you pray over your decision.    
 
 

1
2
3



The following giving table may be helpful in planning your Capital Fund gifts. 
Here’s how a weekly gift can grow in size over a three-year period: 
  

 

My Weekly 
Gift of: 

 
 

Amounts to a 
Monthly Gift of: 

 
 

Amounts to an 
Annual Gift of: 

 

Amounts to a 
3-year Gift of: 

 
$ 5.00 

 
$            22.00 

 
$             260.00 $            780.00 

 
 10.00 

 
              43.00 

 
               520.00            1,560.00 

 
 15.00 

 
              65.00 

 
               780.00            2,340.00 

 
 20.00 

 
              87.00 

 
            1,040.00            3,120.00 

 
 25.00 

 
            108.00 

 
            1,300.00            3,900.00 

 
 30.00 

 
            130.00 

 
            1,560.00            4,680.00 

 
 40.00 

 
            173.00 

 
            2,080.00            6,240.00 

 
 50.00 

 
            217.00 

 
            2,600.00            7,800.00 

 
 70.00 

 
            303.00 

 
            3,640.00          10,920.00 

 
 100.00 

 
            433.00 

 
            5,200.00          15,600.00 

 
 150.00 

 
            650.00 

 
            7,800.00          23,400.00 

 
Is this also the time to make my Regular Weekly/Monthly Offering 
Commitment? 
Yes.  A second commitment card will be provided for you to indicate your 
one-year financial commitment to support our ministries and church 
expenses in 2013.  As expenses continue to inch upwards, we recognize 
the need to continue growing in our regular stewardship giving.  Please 
pray and consider the possibility of increasing your regular giving 2% to 
3%.  Keeping our regular giving strong allows us to keep touching hearts 
and lives with Christ’s love through our many ministries.  Our regular 
offerings need to be our first priority in giving. 
 
How can I help make this appeal a success? 
• By prayerfully responding to God’s gift of love with your generous gifts. 
• By joining us for our Appeal Gatherings on Nov. 10 - 11. 
• By returning both response cards on Commitment Weekend, Dec. 1 - 2. 
• By praying for God’s blessings upon our Appeal. 
 
Who may I call if I have additional questions?       
Please contact our Appeal Core Team if you have questions or comments: 
   

Fr. Bill Burkert  (414) 545-4316 burkertb@archmil.org 
Sr. Mary Diez  (414) 643-5559 mary.diez@alverno.edu 
Joe Kallenberger (414) 545-4316 kallenbergerj@archmil.org 
Claudia Porter  (414) 421-6542 portsideporter@ymail.com 
Jim Sajdak  (414) 241-9282 jimsajdak@gmail.com 
Kathleen Schmid (414) 543-1180 munga12@sbcglobal.net 
Tom Schneider (414) 425-8858 trschneider@att.net 
Michael Steppe (262) 827-9055 msteppe@ameritech.net 
Amy Valensa  (414) 525-8325 avalensa@wi.rr.com 
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